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MEMORANDUM FOR:  Deputy Director of Security . .
SUBJECT - . .: Files Which are the Subject of Recommendation 17,
‘ ;L Rockefener Commission Report :

K4

h ]

. 1. In preparatl.on for your ta.king action in eomphance with

Recommendation 17 of the Rockefeller Commission Report you have asked
" us to help identify the files which are the subject of the Reeommendation
While your specific question referred to a definition of the word 'disszda:bs .
- Ibelieve the files which are the subject of this Recommendation are praperly
~ identified with a definition of the word program' used in the phra.se *the

progran relating to dissidents.”
" 8o When reading the text of Chapter 12 of the Rockefeller Commissinn

) Report it becomes apparent that Recommendation 17 corresponds to the text.
‘found in Part C of that Chapter. From my investigation of the files maintained -

by the Review Staff which were supplied to the Commission and from talking
to Mr. Hunt of your cffice, it is clear that Project RESISTANCE is the subject

_of th:a recommendaﬁnn ‘ .

.- W
.3 Spedﬁcﬂly. any files on individuals developed fram the materhls
accumulated by Project RESISTANCE which do not relate to a legitimate

- foreign intelhgence acﬁ.vity should be destroyed.

| 4. To the extent that you wish to identify othex files which thongb

‘you are not required to destroy them, may be of the same character as those ~ -

that are the subject of the Recommendations, it is again necessary to lock
beyond the word "dissidents.® First, 1 would note that in the absence of -

a ]Jaw or regulation requiring it, you are not required to keep any files -

you do not find useful and necessary. To identify files which may be included
in the spirit of Recommendatmn 17, it is necessary to look at the new
Executive Order|, Number 11905, which basically prohibits the collection

of information concerning the domestic activities of United States persons.

- Subsection vi of Section 5(b)(7) of the Executive Order does permit the
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“collection and retention of informatian by CIA concerning pérsons or activities
that pose a clear threat to the Agency's facxhtles or perscnnel provided we
coordinate this activity thh the FBI. - .

5. Therefore, if we are to live within the !ntent of Recommendaﬁon 17

and destroy files which are not a valid subject of our concern, I believa we -
must loock not to the word "dissident” found in the Recommendation, but the

. broader language found in the Executive Order. Thus, you may wish to *
consider destroying any files on any United States person's (as defined

in the Executive Order) domestic activities which do not pose a clear threat’
bth:sAgcncyandanyﬁleswhmbdonotperhmbalegiﬁmateforeign o
intell:lgence acﬁvity. " . o . :

: 6. An example of files which should probably be dstroyed wonld be
" those accumulated on individuals as a result of Project MERRIMAC (which
. is the subject of Recommenidation 16). It is, of course, very difficultat °
times to know what should be retained or destroyed. This office will be -
happy to be of assistance when questions arise concerning the application

. -of the Rockefeller Commasion Report or the Execuuva Order to speciﬁc )

ﬁ.las. : o R

7. When d:scus'sing the destruction of récdrds ﬁé must be mindful

“of statutory and regulatary requirements and the "Mansfield Letter® S
-concerning the retention of docu.ments during the current Congre.ssional i
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